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THE L1 Tt T
WASHING™ "V 2 Tentral
[inteliigence Agency - will soon
Ibe 20 years old. Although it
‘facks the snob appeal of the
[British Secret Service and the
*leachet of the French Deuxieme
' |IBureau, and the air of interest-
Jing horror that surrounds Rus«

“|sian intelligence, and even

“|inough it has never produced a
‘lames Bond, it is nonetheless
Jene of the great organs of
Smcriean r'ovcmment,
CIA was created by an ex-
: u.z.tlve order  of President

Harry S. Truman in January-
1946 It was intended to be a
| special weapon of the Presi-
] dent and the National Security
] Council, and would supply the
sort of information necessary
in {lie cold war that was lhen
hotting up.

But it is now a vast organiza-
tion, a rival -of the State De-

is free from all but the most
| cursory surveillance by Con-
gress, and its budget is safely
buried in the files of the De-
| fense Department. It has a gi-
gantic building in the Mussolini
I;‘;'tyle outside Washington which
ears no title and no signpost |71
‘5 direct you there. It is'true,
however, that carved on it are
the words, “The truth shall
make ye { ree .
- IT IS, OF CGURSE, one of
.the supreme examples of Par-
kinson's Law in action. It has
grown of itself It has extended

LA

partment and the Pentagon. It

riginal austere i
oncept of an infor .o i s
ring organization. it naw does
esearch and analysis on 22 vast
cale, It monitors broadcasts
and  pubileations in 60 lan-
Puages and deals with 6 mil-
jon words a day.

It has spies abroad—and who
loes not? But this is dismissed
bs a mere 20 per cent of its
boeration. It is responsible for
counter-espionage  overseas,
ind it conducts at times what

fvarfare in favor of the status
U0,

If all this is not quite fair, it
s inevitable," The CIA is at
pnce secretive and blindingly

young men in Ivy League suits
httend all the best parties in
Vashington, and are immedi-
Etely xdentxfzable hecause they
esitate to say precisely for
whom they work.
An extraordinary number of
operations have been laid at

in 1953. There was the over-
throw of the left-wing dictator-
ship in Guatemala in 1954,
There was the Bay of Plgs dis-
aster in Cuba in 1961, in which
the CIA planned the invasion
by Cuban refugees and trained
the troops, and lost disastrous-

.|ly—perhaps because President
Kennedy was not as ruthless as’
they. There was the decision {o:
invade the Domuuc&n Repubhc -

Iz__ ——r

in 1965, " ,
D

jn the public eye. Its clever

the door of CIA. There was the’
overthrow of the lachrymose
Iranian premier, Moussadek,

VIORE THAN THAT, there

1

i .¢ been rumors of opera-
t.ons in Singapore, Iraq and
Egypt and Indonesia. Ana
then there was the tunnel that

ran under Berlin to tap the

wires of the Soviet military
headquarters. (That one really
happened.) And there were the

U2 flights over Soviet territory
aich destroyed the summit

ueeting between Eisenhower
" and Khrushchey,

rcoms to be private political |

In addition they are sald to
have offered $2 million to two
Syrians who were asked to de-

“liver a Soviet patrol vessel.
.The Syrians
-They are said to have rigged

were hanged.

elections in: Laos, to have
made General Mobutu all-pow-
erful in the Congo, and to have
organized the while mercen-
aries there. (This last is cer-
tainly untrue.)

But there is the weird fact
that they act almost as a state

within a state, Despile presi--.
CIA op-'

dential directives,
eratives are virtually inde-
pcadent within U.S, embassies
overseas, They finance re-
search institutes in U.S. uni-
versitics and overseas. This
information .is invaluable and
has done as much as anything

.o stop the process of nuclear

blackmail in -foreign affairs.

They supply the President,

each-day, with a brief and neat-

ly bound digest of what they

think he should know. «
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... 'THE STATE DEPARTMENT,

-seen everyone. His. head, hav

"Westminster manner in a to

- their country as truly as
_wordy senatom. S le

refers to them as *“spooks.’
The Pentagon nhas set up wha{.
is almost a rival firm in thq
Defense Intelligence Agency.
which itself employs morq
than 5,000 peovle. The FB
still conducts exiensive intel
ligence operations in South
America, I

The most famous head of th
agency was Allen Dulles, broth
er of John Foster Dulles, th
secretary of state under Eise
hower, He liked and court
publicity, Ha tended to e
plain this by the fact that du
ing World War I he had bee
an operative in Geneva, anfl’
an obscure Russian had com

that he was too busy, and the
Russian’s name turned out t
be Lenin. Since then Dulles

ever, rolled after the Bay

by a quiet admiral —Willia
Raborn — and the evidence
that it is matured and is ug-
der control. Of course, séch ah,
organization is bound to ’
suspect 1 a democracy And,:
of course, it is impossible
keep it decently secret in

like Washington., But this
miost indefinable thing has
come a major symbol ‘of
Wnited States abroad. And i
discreet young men represegt’

stately, . ambassadors and

y ot
.
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